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INTRODUCTION. 

The  object  for  which  this  small  handbook  has  been  compiled 
is  to  enable  the  reader  to  master  rapidly  the  somewhat  complex 
movements  of  the   New  Company   Drill. 

The  book  consists  of  diagrams  illustrating  the  various  for- 
mations of  the  Company,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in 
INFANTRY  TRAINING.   1914.  paragraphs  84.  85.  86  and  87. 

Opposite  the  diagrams  will  be  found  the  words  of  command 
applicable  to  the  formations  illustrated. 

Both  the  diagrams  and  the  words  of  command  are  printed 
in  two  colours  so  as  to  enable  the  eye  to  grasp  at  a  glance 
the  manner  in  which  the  movements  are  carried  out  and  the 
orders  necessary  for  their  execution. 

In  addition,  the  letterpress  contains  brief  directions,  which 
are  only  inserted  where  the  words  of  command  do  not  indicate 
sufficiently  clearly  what  is  to  be  done.    ' 

It  is  intended  that  this  book  should  be  used  as  an  adjunct 
to  the  INFANTRY  TRAINING,  1914.  where  will  be  found 
all  details,  which  have  here  been  omitted. 

In  order  to  render  the  diagrams  as  simple  as  possible  the 
position  of  supernumeraries  has  not  been  indicated,  the  Platoon 
Commanders  alone  being  shown  outside  the  ranks. 

For  the  sake  of  the  clearness  of  the  diagrams  and  of  the 
brevity  of  the  explanations,  Platoons  have  been  numbered  1 
to  4  invariably  from  the  front  or  from  the  right.  In  actual 
practice  the  Platoons  would  not  necessarily  retain  those  relative 
positions. 


EXPLANATION    OF    COLOURS    AND 
SIGNS. 


Letterpress. 


Orders   given    bv  the    Company  Commander:     Black    Capitals, 
e.g.,  CHANGE  DIRECTION  —  RIGHT. 


Orders  given  by  the  Platoon  Commanders:    Red  Capitals,  e.g., 
RIGHT        FORM. 

Alternative      orders      are      in      Brackets,      e.g.,      QUICK  — 
(DOUBLE  —  )  MARCH.    HALT  i^QUlCK        MAR'   "> 

When  a  letter  in  brackets  is  prefixed  to  words  of  command, 
it  shows  that  the  command  will  be  delivered  when  the  platoon 
has  reached  the  position  indicated  by  the  same  letter  in  the 
diagram. 


DIAGRAMS. 


Original  formations  /A  PIatoon"\       ' 
in  Black,  e.g.  :  V    in  line     /       j 


„.      ,   ,  (A  Platoon\      ^ 

hinal   formations     V   in    fours  /       I 
in  Red,  e.g.  : 


Intermediate      for-     (^  Platoon\       I 
mations     in      Red     ^  »"    fours  /       j 


^ 


■> 


^ 


dotted  lines,  e.g. 


Direction  in   wfiich    the    Company    is 

marching  before   the    movement  :  ^— — ^^— — .^.^— 

Direction  in    which  the    Company    is      «.__^_^__^^^_ 
march  ng  on  completion  of  the  move- 
ment : 

Direction  in     yhich  the  Company  is  facing,    at     | 
the  halt,  before  the  movement  :  | 

Direction  in  which  the    Company  is  facing,  ai  y 

the  halt,  on   completion  of  the  movement  : 

Direction     in     which     the \         ___  __  _„     \     __  __ 

various        bodies        move  /  /^ 

during       the      movement  : 

P.C.)  * 

Platoon    Commanders     (P.C.  or  •.s.  '^  ^ 

When  a  Platoon  is  shown  in  Black  in  the-fina|l  f^rnatioi^,  it 
indicates  that  the  Platoon  has  not  ahered  its  F^ition;i  duiiKg 
the  movement.  ^  " "  "'• 


I.  CLOSE   COLUMN 


1.  A   Close  Column   Changing  Direction. 


CHANGE     DIRECTION 

RIGHT. 

RIGHT  -WHEEL. 

The    leading    platoon    look    to 
the  right. 

Remainder  all  make    a    partial 
turn  to  the  left. 

On  completion  of  movement;      FORWARD    (MARK    TIME 

or  HALT). 

All  turn  in  the  required 
direction. 

Note. — A  close  column  in  foarg  wheel*  in  a  similar  manner, 
the  leading  four  of  each  platoon  acting  as  the  leading 
platoon  above. 


THE    NEW    COMPANY     DRILL    AT    A    GLANCE.  II 


i  : 


^ 


;f1 


.^     ^  %      ^  '    '- 


A  dote  column  wheeling  to  the  richt. 


A  close  column,  moving  in  fours,  wheeing  to  the  right. 
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I.       CLOSE      COLUMN.-rcon/,nuec/j 


2.  A  Close  Column  Forming  Column  of  Fours. 

ADVANCE    (RETIRE)    IN 
FOURS  FROM  THERIGHT 
FORM  -FOURS. 
RIGHT. 

Leading  (Rc.r)  P.C.  :  LEFT— (RIGHT— ) WHEEL. 

QUICK  -  MARCH. 

2,  3,  4  (3,  2,  1)  P.C. '8,  LEFT— (RIGHT— )WHEBL. 

in    turn,    as    platoon    m    freat       QUICK  —  MARCH. 

gets  clear. 


3,     A  Close   Column  Forming   Line   Facing   in 
the   Same   Direction, 

(!)  ON  THE  LEFT, 
FORM  —  LINE. 

REMAINDER, 
LEFT  —  TURN 
(FORM  —  FOURS. 
LEFT.) 

QUICK  -  MARCH. 

Leading  platoon  stand  fast. 
2,  3,  4  Guides  leaJ  to  align- 
ment by  the  shortest  route. 

2,  3,  4  P.C.'s,  HALT. 

on   reaching  their  aHgnnient.  RIGHT  —  TURN. 
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i       a.      3     A 

A  close  column   forming  column  of  fours  from  the  right  and  advancing. 
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I       CLOSE    COLUMN.— (con/maeJ.) 

(ii)  LINE  OUTWARDS. 

ONE  (TWO)PLATOONS 
TO  THE  RIGHT. 
REMAINDER,  FORM  - 
FOURS,  OUTWARDS. 
QUICK  —  MARCH. 
Leading  platoon  stand  fast. 
2,   3,   4   Guides  lead  to  align- 
ment by  shortest  route. 

2,  3    4  P.C.s,  HALT. 

on  reaching  their  alignment.  RIGHT  —  (LEFT  —  ) 

TURN. 
On  completion  of  movement :  BY  THE  RIGHT  (LEFT 

OR  CENTRE). 
Note  — The  platoon   or  platoons  next  in  succession   from   the 
front  move  to  the  named  flank. 

4.  A    Close   Column    on    the    March    Forming 

Line   Facing   a   Flank. 

AT  THE  HALT,    FACING 
LEFT,  FORM  —  LINE. 

Rear  P.C.I  AT    THE     HALT, 

LEFT  —  FORM. 

,    ,   ,p,.  ,     .     ^  JW^       AT    THE     HALT, 

3,  2,  1  P.C.  s,  in  turn,  at|(h)2       leFT  -  FORM. 

5.  Advancing  in  Column   from   Close   Column. 

(No  Diagram.) 

ADVANCE  IN— COLUMN. 

^.fading  P.C.  :  BY    THE    RIGHT. 

QUICK  -  MARCH. 
2.   3.    4  P.C.'s,  BY  THE    RKiHT. 

in  turn,  when  platoon  in  front        QUICK  —  MARCH. 
reaches  column  distance. 
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IS 


1 1 


'■>v. 


p^ 


7:^ 


""l^  "'*— — -^ 


A  close  column  forming  line  outwards    (one    platoon    to    the   right)    facing 
in  the  same    direc'ion. 


^       '«'        -^        J-        f 


rcj 


^        ^ 


7<         / 


y     y 


A  close  column  on  the  march  forming  line  facing  left    at  the  halt. 
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I.     CLOSE   COLUMN (co-.unued.) 

6.    A   Column    on   the   March  Closing  to  Close 

Column.        (No  'Diagram. J 

(I)  AT  THE  HALT,  FORM 
CLOSE   COLUMN. 

(CLOSE    COLUMN    AT 
—  PACES). 

Leading  P.C.I  HALT. 

2,  3,  4  P.  C.'s,  HALT. 

in  turn,  on  reaching  close 
•oluaiD  distance  from  the 
Dlatoon    in    front. 

(ii)  FORM 

CLOSE   COLUMN. 

REMAINDER, 
DOUBLE  —  MARCH. 

Leading    platoon   continues   to 

advance  in  quick  time. 

2.    3,    4    P.C.'s,  QUICK  -  MARCH 

in  turn,  on  reaching  close 
column  distance  trooi  p.tiiuun 
ia   frqut. 

IL    COLUMN. 

/.   A  Column  on  the  March  Changing  Direction 

CHANGE      DIRECTION- 
RIGHT. 

Leading  P.C.  •  (0  RIGHT  -  FORM. 

(.,)  FORWARD. 
2,    3,   4    P.C.'b,  [  (h)  RICH  I        FORM 

W  turu  uu  ^^'^!''  '  .         in), FORWARD 

Note.— The    Column    can    change    direction    half    or    quarter 
right  in  a  similar  manner. 
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I  ' 

I  I 

•  2              ' 

L  I 
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\            *            '1 

^        ^       V      1 

2  . 


I  ■  •' 


-4 


«-^ 


V  - 


/rz  /' 


<  - 


A  column  on  the  marc'i  chanarin?  direction  right. 
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II.        COLUMN.— (continued.) 

2.    A    Column   Forming    Column   of  Fours. 

(i)  AD\  ANGE  (RETIRE) 
IN  FOURS  FROM  THE 
RIGHT. 

FORM  —  FOURS. 
RIGHT. 

PLATOONS        LEFT    - 
(RIGHT  —  )  WHEEL. 
QUICK  —  MARCH. 

(ii)  IN  SUCCESSION, 
ADVANCE  IN  FOURS 
FROM  THE  RIGHT. 

L^.ding  P.O.  J  (a)  FORM  -FOURS. 

RIGHT. 
LEFT  —  WHEEL. 

2.  3.  4.   P.C.'s,  FORM  —  FOURS. 

RIGHT, 
in  luccession,  on   reaching  (a).  LEFT  —  WHEEL. 


3,   A  Column  Forming  Line  Facing  in  the  Same 

Direction. 

(i)     ON  THE  LEFT, 
FORM   LINE. 
REMAINDER, 
LEFT  —  INCLINE. 
QUICK- (DOUBLE-) 
MARCH. 

Leading  platoon   stand   fast  if 

at  the    halt,    or    continue    to 

advance  in  quick  time  if   on 

the  move. 
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'^. "C/ 

....    ^    ^ 

1 


A  mIubb  farailiw  Um  •■  ik«  l«ft  facing  in  tks  Min*  dirvdUa. 
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II.       COLUMN— rcontinuedj 

2.  3,  4,  P.C.'t, 

when  their  right  guides  (  .^  3       righT  -  INCLINE 

are  at  |  ^^^  ^ 

2,  3,  4,   P.C.'s,  HALT.     (QUICK - 

oii   reaching  alignment.  MARCH.) 

(ii)    ON   THE   LEFT, 
FORM  —  LINE. 

REMAINDER, 
FORM  —  FOURS. 
LEFT. 

QUICK  —  MARCH. 
The  movement  is  carried  out  at  the  halt,   exactly  as  from  close 
column.     See  1,  3  (i). 

(iii)  LINE  OUTWARDS. 
ONE  (TWO)  PLA- 
TOONS TO  THE 
RIGHT. 

REMAINDER,  FORM  - 
FOURS.    OUTWARDS. 

QUICK  —  MARCH. 

The  movement  is  carried  out  at  the  halt,  exactly  as  from  close 
column.      See  1 ,   3  (ii). 

4,    A   Column    Forming   Line   Facing   a    Flank 
and  Moving  Forward. 

INTO    LINE,    LEFT  — 
FORM. 

QUICK  —  MARCH. 

Each  platoon  forms  in  the  new 
direction  on  its  left  guide. 

When  movement  is  completed  :       FORWARD,      BY      THE 

LEFT. 
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A  column  forming  line  facioK  left  and  moving  forward 
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III.     LINE. 


/.     A    Line    Forming  Close    Column    (Column) 

Facing  in  the  Same  Direction. 

ON    THE    RIGHT, 
FORM   CLOSE 
COLUMN   (COLUMN)  OF 
PLATOONS. 
REMAINDER, 
RIGHT  —  TURN. 
(FORM-  FOURS.    RIGHT.) 
QUICK  —  MARCH. 

The  right   platoon    stand    fast. 

2,    3,    4    Guides    lead,    by    the 

shortest   route,    to    position    in 

close  column  (column). 

2,  3,  4  P.e.'«,  HALT.     LIFT  -  TURN. 

OB  re««him|  tk«ir  po»iti«B. 

Note.— On  the  command  HALT ^  right  guides  <Mt  once  turn  to 
the  left,  and  cover  at  correct  distance  the  right  guide 
of  platoon  in  front. 


2.    A  Line  Advancing  in  Column  of  Platoons. 

ADVANCE    IN    COLUMN 
OF    PLATOONS     FROM 
THE  RIGHT. 
REMAINDER. 
RIGHT  — TURN. 
(FORM-FOURS.    RIGHT.) 


The  right  platoon  advance  ;  the 
remainder  mark  time  two 
paces,   then  lead  straight  on. 

2,  3,  4,  P.C.'s, 

in    tura,    when    \mtk4\mi    guide 

reaches  (•). 

and  wkea  right  guide    reaches 

(b). 


QUICK  —  MARCH. 


LEFT  —  INCLINE. 
LEFT  -  INCUNB. 


1 .  1 


A  line  forming  close  column  on  the  right,  fac 

"1. 

= 

a 

•- 

■"     ^ 

S.*^    V 

^       ^^^_ 

/ 

in?  in  the 

same  direction. 

/ 

• 

1- 

i 

1 

1 

1 
i 

2           1 

I 

h: 


A 


I 

1 
f      I 


y 


/I 


2/ 

t.. 


A  line  advancing  m  column  of  platoons  from  the  righ^ 
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111.       LINE,   -(continued.) 

3.  A  Line  Forming   Column   Facing  a   Flank.  - 

AT     THE     HALT, 
INTO  COLUMN. 
PLATOONS, 
RIGHT  -  FORM. 
QUICK  —  MARCH. 

Each  platoon  forms  In  the  new 
direction  on  its  right  guide. 

4.  (i)    A    Line   Forming   a  Line  of  Platoons  in 

Fours  Facing  in  the  Same  Direction. 

ADVANCE      IN       FOURS 

FROM     THE     RIGHT    OF 

PLATOONS. 

FORM  — FOURS.     RIGHT. 

PLATOONS, 

LEFT  —  WHEEL. 

QUICK  —  MARCH. 

(ii)  A  Line  Forming  a  Line  of  Sections  in  File 
(or  Fours)  Facing  in  the  Same  Direction. 

ADVANCE    IN     FILE 
(FOURS)    FROM    THE 
RIGHT  OF  SECTIONS. 
RIGHT  —  TURN. 
(FORM  —  FOURS.  RIGHT). 
SECTIONS, 
LEFT  —  WHEEL 
QUICK  —  MARCH. 


A 


/     ^    '\\ 


4     /     . 

/  /^     7.' 


■/ 


-> 


I 

A  line  f orminK  column  facing  rigbL 

4  3  1 


A  line  forming  a  line  of  platoons  in  fours  facing  in  the  same  direction. 


\4\\' \\  n  !■' Jiv I 


I 


A  line  farming  a  line  of  Metiena  in  file  faoiaa  in  the  same  direction. 
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IV.    COLUMN   OF  FOURS. 


/.    A  Column  of  Fours  Forming  Forward  into 
Column    of  Platoons. 


Each  platoon  forms  two-deep, 
and  forms  in  the  new  direction 
on  its  leading  guide. 

On  completion  of   movement : 


Leadlntf  P.C.  : 


2  3.  4,  I'.C.',, 
in  turn,  when 
|uide  reacbsfs  (a). 


their    leading 


(1)    ON     THE     LEFT, 

FORM  —  PLATOONS. 


FORWARD,     BY     THE 
RIGHT. 

(ii)  IN    SUCCESSION,    ON 
THE      LEFT, 
FORM  —  PLATOONS. 

ON  Th'F    IF. FT. 
FORM  -  PLATOON, 
(h)  FORWARD. 

ON  THE  LEFT, 
FORM  —  PLATOON, 
fb)  FORWARD 


2.    A  Column  of  Fours  Forming  Forward  into 
Close  Column  of  Platoons  at  the  Halt. 

AT  THE  HALT, 
ON   THE  LEFT, 

FORM    CLOSE    COLUMN 
OF  —  PLATOONS. 
Leading  P.C.  :  AT  THE  PI  ALT,   ON   THE 

LEFT,  FORM  -  PLATOON. 

2,  3,  4  P.C.'s,  AT  THE  HALT,  ON  THE 

in     turn,     on    reaching     close      LEFT,  FORM —  PLA  TOON, 
column  distance   trom  platoon 
in  front. 
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/ 

/ 


/ 


A 

^      i 


A  column  of  fours  forming  forward  into  column  of  platoons. 


A 

/  ..i 

4.' 

A 

/ 

/./|1 

p.l 

> 

1    - 

^     I 

A  e<riuinii  of  fours  forming  forward  into  close  column  of    platoons   at 
the  halt. 
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IV.     COLUMN   OF   FOURS  — 


(continued.) 


3.   A  Column  of  Fours  Forming  Close  Column 
(Column)  of  Platoons  at  the  Halt  Facing  a  Flank. 

AT  THE    HALT, 
FACING  LEFT, 
FORM    CLOSE    COLUMN 
(COLUMN)        OF  —  PLA- 
TOONS. 


Leading    P.C.  i 

2,  3,  4  Guides  lead  by  shortest 
route  to  position  in  close 
column  (column). 


HALT,  LFFT        Tl'RN 


HALT,  LFFT       TURN 


2,  3.  4  P.C. '9, 

on  reaching  their    position 

Note. — On  the  command  HALT .  right  guides  at  once  turn  to 
the  left,  and  cover  at  correct  distance  the  right  guide 
of  platoon  in  front. 


4.     A    Column    of   Fours    Forming     Column 
Facing  a   Flank  and  Moving  Forward. 

FACING  LEFT, 


ADVANCE    IN    COLUMN 
OF  —  PLATOONS. 


leading  P.C.  : 

LEFT 

-  TURN. 

2,    3,    4,    platoons    mark    time 

two   paces,    then   lead   straight 

on. 

2,  y,  4  P.C. "8, 

in    turn,    when    leadiniJ     guide 

reaches (a) 

LEFT 

INCLINE. 

and   when   right   guide    reaches 

(b) 

LEFT 

-  INCLINE. 

^'•; 

• 

, 

"J' 

*'**"■ 

o  ;  •»  •  •  •  • 

, 

•f 

"  'crrr: 

-rrrz-rr 

ri-^^. 

A  column  of  four*  forminc  close  column  of  platoon*  at  the  halt,  facinc  left. 

/ 
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IV.      COLUMN    OF    FOURS.- (continued.) 

5.    (i)   A   Column  of  Fours  Forming  a  Line  of 
Platoons  in  Fours  Moving  in  the  Same  Direction. 

ON  THE  LEFT,  FORM 
LINE  OF  PLATOONS  IN 
FOURS  AT  —  PAGES  IN- 
TERVAL. REMAINDER, 
DOUBLE  —  MARCH. 

Leading    platoon    continues  to 
advance  In  quick  time. 
2,    3,    4    Guides    lead     by     the 
shortest    route    to    position    at 
the  named  interval. 

2,  3,  4P.C.'8,  QUICK  — MARCH 

in  turn,  on  reaehia|  ftli|Ba«nt. 

(ii)  A  Column  of  Fours  Forming  a  Line  of  Sections 
in  File  {Fours)  Moving  in  the  Same  Direction. 

ON  THE  LEFT,  FORM 
LINE  OF  SECTIONS  IN 
FILE  (FOURS)AT—  PACES 
INTERVAL.  REMAINDER, 
DOUBLE  —  MARCH. 

Moveiueut    is  carried   out  in  a 

similar  manner  to  the  above. 

Sectioa    ctiiii*--:L_ -rs, 

la  turn,  on  reachinjt  aii&nment.        QUICK.  —  MARCH. 

Not«.—  The   above  movements  can  be  cmrried  out  timilarly  at 
the  halt. 
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A  column  of  fours   forming  a   lire  of  platoon-   in  fours  on  the  left, 
facing  in  the  same  direction,  at  ihe  halt. 
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